Shimshal Trust newsletter – March 2019
Greetings to all our supporters!
•

Our scholarship round for 2018 has finished,
with the award of 18 scholarships, the most
we have ever awarded, thanks to our regular
AP donations and two one-off donations
from supporters.

These are the scholarship winners:
1. Abdul Salim 19 - $600
2. Aima Shah 17 - $600
3. Irfana Zaman 16 - $600
4. Kanwal Jabeen 18 - $700
5. Khalida Begum 24 - $700
6. Maria Rasheed 22 - $700
7. Naveed Karim 25 - $700
8. Nilum Didar 16 - $600
9. Rabia Bibi 18 - $600
10. Reema Tahir 20 - $700
11. Sabir Ali 17 - $600
12. Saif Ullah 19 - $700
13. Sajaad Ali Shah 19 - $600
14. Sana Marry 19 - $700
15. Sheraz Uddin 19 - $600
16. Anmol Khan 15 - $600
17. Munawar Shah 20 - $700
18. Naseeba Shah 23 - $700

Irfana lives in the Aliabad girls’ hostel

Sheraz Uddin wants to be a vet.

Older students and those at universities are given $700, whilst younger
students and those at college or high school receive $600. The
scholarship winners were selected at a meeting of Trust board
members from an application list of 35 students. We have criteria to
help us with our selection, and money is never sent until we have
evidence of enrolment in a current course of study.
•

The Trust president, Matt Grant, has been working hard for the

Trust, keeping us registered with the Charities Commission, managing
the process of getting a new website, and working on an application to
IRD to have the Shimshal Trust put on Schedule 32 of the Income Tax
Act that would give us ‘donee status’. As the Trust spends most of its money
overseas, we must be on this schedule before our supporters can qualify for tax

Nilum wants to be a
doctor

credits on their donations. We will let you know the outcome of our application
as soon as possible.

•

The process of getting money to students was particularly fraught for our
treasurer Liz Thomas last year, because some Pakistani bank managers believed
that a new regulation prevented foreign organisations from giving money to
Pakistani individuals. This belief meant that money from the Trust was refused
and sometimes it got lost between countries. A search cost money and resending
the money also incurred charges. As well, the frustration and time were costs to
our treasurer’s frazzled nerves. Fortunately the muddled situation is now much
clearer and money transfers were made with much less trouble this year.
Kiwibank international advisors are extremely patient and helpful.

•

Unfortunately our application to run a stall at WOMAD this year was not
successful, so our ability to raise funds is slightly compromised. However this has
happened before, and we have managed. We will be visiting local fairs and
markets and holding Pakistani-style dinner parties to sell our swag of
merchandise from Pakistan.

•

We’d prefer not to rely on last minute
donations for our scholarship awards. It
would make our position much more
secure if some more of our supporters
made a small regular automatic
payment. We have a band of devoted
AP payers which is really helpful, but a
few more would be great so that we
can be sure of a regular number of
scholarship awards.

Here are our bank details:
SHIMSHAL TRUST at Kiwibank
Account number:
38-9001-0596230-01

Village-style dinner party in Wellington raised $400

If you start an AP or make a donation please email
Liz lizthomaspost@gmail.com so she can record it correctly and send your
receipt.
Khuda Hafiz – best wishes, Pam Henson, Secretary, for the Shimshal Trust Board

